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Dayenu means “it would have been enough for us”. The traditional dayenu text, like
much of the traditional seder, is rather vindictive: “If He had destroyed their idols,
and had not smitten their first-born, it would have been enough for us!” Many of us
no longer recite these passages. We understand Dayenu as an ancient way of
expressing gratitude, in this case for the liberation of the Israelites from slavery, and
each step taken along the way to their freedom.

Today, it serves as a reminder to count our blessings and to celebrate each win, no
matter how far we may feel from our ultimate goal. As activists and people
dedicated to liberation, taking stock of these advances and celebrating them is
crucial.

Scotiabank's divestment from Elbit Systems, the JNF and other pro-occupation
groups losing their charitable status, a Nakba exhibit at the Canadian Museum of
Human Rights, the massive growth in public support for Palestine, including among
Jews - these are all advances toward both Palestinian and Jewish liberation in the
21st century for which we must be grateful.

And yet, these wins, as important as they are, are not enough for us - Lo dayenu.
How can they be? For they are not the end goals, but mere stepping stones on the
long path from Mitzrayim, that metaphorical narrow place.

In other words, gratitude is crucial but the work of Tikkun Olam, of repairing the
world, must persist along with it. As it is written in Pirkeh Avot "You are not
obligated to complete the work, but neither are you free to abandon it".

Lo Dayenu for a Free Palestine

If we are free while others are not. If the guns fall silent but oppression remains.
Lo Dayenu: “It would not be enough for us” Lo Dayenu: “It would not be enough for us”

If there is peace without justice. If “never again” only applies to us.
Lo Dayenu: “It would not be enough for us” Lo Dayenu: “It would not be enough for us”

If antisemitism is stopped while other forms
of racism flourish.
Lo Dayenu: “It would not be enough for us”













